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II. A Letter ﬁom Edward Milward, M. D,
to Martin Folkes, Efg; Prefs dent of the
ROYALSOCIETY, concerning an Antidote

to the Indian Poxfon in the Welt-Indies.
S IR,

Read Jan. 7. $ the Royavr SocieTY, over which
1741-2 [\ you fo worthily prefide, was in-
ftituted for the Advancement and Propagation of
Natural Knowledge, and as I am convinced, that every
the leaft Step towatds fuch a Defi ign cannot but be
agreeable; I fhall do myfelf the Pleafure of com-
municating to you, an extraordinary f{pecific Anti-
dote aoamﬁ the Indian or Negro Poifon ; which, I
doubt not, will be the more acceptable, as thlS Poifon
hath hitherto been cftecem’d the moft deftrudtive of
any.

The Knowledge of this Remedy was firft purchas’d
from a famous Negro Poifoner, at a great Expence,

by one who ftyles himfelf, Ifaiah Burgefs, ‘Doctor

of Phyfic ; and the Secret devolvd to myfelf, by
means of a Manufcript of the Do&or’s, which,
amongft others, I have procur'd, for my Hijfory of
the Phyfical and Chirnrgical Writers of this King-
dem. The Author intended this little Tract, which
contains Obfervations on the maf} confiderable Dif-
zempers im America, fhould be made public; he
wrotc it, at the Requeft of his Friends, about
. when an EXPCdlthﬂ was defign’d
into dmericas 5 and particularly declaccs, that he pur-
posd
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pos’d the Divulgation of this fpecific Antidote, z/4¢
Juch as [hould go to the Welt-Indies, amongff the
Spaniards, might meet with a Remedy in cafe of
Neceffity. What prevented the Dottor from cxe-
cuting this his laudable Defign, I know not; but as
it was plainty his Intention it thould be madc pub-
lic, and as the Knowledge of fuch a Remedy may
be of the greateft Benefit to Mankind, I fhall lay it
before you, without any farther Prcamble s that it
may, by means of your Tranfattions, be communi-
cated to the World, provided you fhall judge it
worthy of fo diftinguithing an Honour.

“ The Negroes, fays he, ufe a Poifon of a ftrange
“ and extraordinary Nature. The Dofe is very
“ {mall, and it hath no ill Taftc; fo that, mixt with
¢ Mecat or Drink, it is not perceivable. It caufeth
¢ divers Symptoms, and the Effeét is various, accord-
“ ing as the Dofc is large or fmall. It kills fome-
“ times in very few Hours, fometimes in fome
“ Months, and at others in fome Years. The Sym-
“ ptoms are according to. the Quantity given: If
« great, it caufeth Evacuations upwards and down-
¢ wards; of Excrements firft, then of Humours, and
< lattly of Blood, with Fainting-Fits, and Sweatings.
¢« Death follows in fix or fcven Hours. The Ng-
« groes turn white.

< If the Dofe is but fmall, the Sick loofcth his Ap-
« petite, fecls Pains in his Head, Arms and Limbs,
<« aWearinefs all over, Sorencfs in his Breaft,and Diffi-
“ culty of Breathing, (fo that onc appears as being
¢ in a Confumption) and at laft dics languithing.

“ All Remedies yet publicly known, are of no
“ Force nor Virtue againft this Poifen; and the Pa-
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tient cettainly dies. Nay, I queftion whether the
beft Cordial Remedies can put the lealt Stop to
the Efficacy of its Venom, ot retard Death, and
put it off, longer than the Intention of the
cunning Poifoner had fixed it, in proportioning
the Dofe.

« I know that the Spamiards have Knowledge of
this very Poifon, and am fatisfied, that I have feen
feveral Bocaneers dic of it, given them by Spanifh
Women. 1 am alfo perfuaded, that it is the fame
Poifon ufed in Spain and Italy.

« This Poiforn hath but one fpecific Antidote
yct known ;s the Knowledge of which coft me very
dear: And it was with much Difficulty I could
perfuade a famous Negro Poifoner to part with
his Secret.

« The Antidote is, the Root of the Senfible Weed,
as it is commonly called, or Herba Senfitiva. 1t
grows like a Shrub, has no Prickles, blofloms
yellow, and bears little Cods, full of fmall black
pretty Seeds, of which the Women make Neck-
laces and Bracelets. Take none of the Root but
what is in the Ground ; wafth it well, and fplit it
in two. Take a good Handful of thefe Roots
fo fplit, and fteep them in three Quarts of good
clear Water in an earthen glazed Pot, having a
Cover. Ule but a moderate Fire, that it may boil

¢ but very gently. The Decotion has no ill Tafte,

and you may ecither give it o, or add Sugar, as
you fhall think beft. Give to the Patient a good
Glafs of this Decoftion, as warm as he can drink

¢ it; an Hour after give another, and fo for fome

time, as you fhall think it neceflary to make a
¢ perfedt
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¢« perfc@t Cure. There is no Danger of giving too
¢ much ; it can do no Harm at all.  Several People
¢ have taken this Deco&ion, though they have not
« been poifoned, thinking it would do them good
« in othcr Diftempers; fo that one who any ways
« fufpects he has had fome of that Poifon given
¢ him, may drink it very f{afely, and in what Quan-
<« tity he pleafes. The reft of the Plant is to be
¢ rejefted as bad and noxious. ”

The Dodtor enforces his Obfervations by remark-
ing, that he had been a Pradtitioner in thofe Parts
for above Five-and-twenty Years. Many Negroes,
he fays, were wonderfully preferved and cured by
taking of this Antidote, though, for Brevity’s fake,
he gives but onc Inftance; which is, ¢ of a ftrong
« Negro Man, about thirty Years of Age, and in
« perfe& Health, who being one Night at a Planta-
« tion four Miles diftant from that where he lived,
¢ was invited to drink a Dram of Rum, by anothect
« Negro, who mixt Poifon with it. The Fellow
¢ drank it up, percciving nothing to be in it; but
¢« as he was taking Leave, on thc other’s bidding
« him Farewel, and telling him he fhould never fee
¢ him again, he fufpetted be was poifon’d ; and put-
¢t ting his Finger in his Mouth, vomited up great
¢ part of the Poifon, though there remain'd enough
« of it to caufe continual Evacuations in him up-
« wards and downwards; of Excrements firt, then
« of Humours, and laftly of Blood. As he was
“ coming home, he fainted away feveral times, and
“ calling at length to fome Neighbours Negro
« Houfes, was brought home extremely alter’d ; turn’d
« white; and was, as it was thought, expiring. The

“ Roo¢
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Koot wes inimediately fent for, and the Decoftion
made, and given him in great Quantity. He con-
tinued taking j¢ for three or four Days, and on
the Fifth went to work along with the reft of the
«“ Neégroes.”

That thic Senféls Plant is endow’d with the Pro-
perty of reiifting Poifon, hath been, before this,
taken Motice of. For the Honourable Sir Hans
Sloane, the late worthy Prefident of this Soc1ETY,
whofe Writings will always remain an Honour to his
Country, hath obfervid from Pifp, that the Rooz of
this Shrub is an Antidote againft the Shrub itfelf,
which is very poifonous, and kills by Degrecs, making
the unhappy Sufferers Cachetical, Short-winded, and
Melancholy, till they die *. This greatly corro-
borates what our Author has advanced; and it is
obfcrveable, that he likewife dire&@s all Parts of the
Plant, except that Part of the Root which is in the
Ground, 0 be rejetted, as bad and noxious : Though
whether this be exaltly the fame Plant with what
our Author mentions, I dare not determine; as Sir
Hans Sloane inquires whether it be not the ¢ Zf-
chynomene, few Mimofa arboreftens Americana, &c.
flore albos whercas Dr. Burgefs exprefly fays, that it
flowers yellow : thongh this may, poflibly, be a Mif-
take in him,

I am fenfible it may be objetted, -that the Negro
Poifon is of various Kinds; and that therefore, though
this Remedy may be fo extraordinary a Specific in
fomc Cafes, it may be unavailablc in others. That
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the Negroes may have the Knowledge of different
Soits of Poifon, I deny not; but it wouid appear,
from the Univerfality of the Effelts of this Medicine,
as the Doclor affirms many have been wonderfully
cured ai;d preferved by it, and doc¢s not mention a
fingic Inftance of its Mifcarriage, as though the Ne-
groes iti the WWeft- Indies ufed but sne Kind of Poifon,
or, if different, yet fuch as comes within the Power
of this Remedy. Befides, as we cannot be affured,
but by the Confequence, whether the Poifon be of
that Sort, as to be within the Reach of this Remedy,
“or not, Ithink there is all the Recafon in the World
it thould be adminifter’d under any Sufpicion of the
Indian Poifon: Efpccially, as the Doctor affurcs us
of its great Innocence; and I believe cvery one will
readily agree with me, that it is no fmall Recom-
mendation of a Mcdicine, That let whatr will be-
come of its good Effecls, it can do no Harm.
“Diofcorides hath rightly obferv’d in his Alexi-
pharmics, that very different Poifons produce ihe
Same Effeéts upon Huyman Bodies s and that there-
Jore they are, for the moft part, curable by the fame
Remedies.  For though the Kinds of Poifons are
various, yet the Effeits which arife from  them
are common, and but fewt. And that Ornament
of his Profeflion, the lecarned and beneficent Dr.
Mead, who hath given us a more rational Account

+ Fere enim plurimorum Venenorum. facultates in confimiles
effeftus Corpus tandem deducunt: quam ob caufam plerifque com-
munia cenducunt Auxilia. Varia equidem funt Venenorum genera :
communes tamen, nec ita multi, qui ex iis oriuntur, affectus.

of
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of the Nature and Propertics of Poifons, and taught
us to reafon with greater Certainty about fuch abf-
trufe Points, than any that ever came before him,
is of Opinion,- zhat though there be a great Variety
of internal Poifons, as well Mincral as Vegetable,
et they do all of them feemn to agree in their pri-
mary Effects, and manner of Operation. EM. IIL
And in another Place, That wvirulent Plants, al-
though they may be diftimguifb'd even from one another
by particular Virtues, do however kill by a like
Operation and Force. From whence it feems rea-
fonable to infer, that although Poifons may be vari-
ous in themfelves, yet it is not impoflible they may
be cured by the fame Remedy 5 as they produce like
Effe@ts, and feem to kill by a like manner of Ope-
ration. And a very remarkable Inftance of this we
have in all corrofive Poifons, whether of the Mineral
or Vegetable Kingdom, which, however different in
themfelves, produce their Effeéts univerfally by erode-
ing the Coats of the Stomach, and the Prime Vie s
and which are all curable in like manner, by fheath-
ing and blunting their acrimonious Particles, by
means of fmooth, lubricating and oleaginous Mec~
dicines.

But be this as it will, I think the Remedy deferves,
at leaft, a fair and impartial Trial, as the Author has
not indulged in any rhetorical Flourithes, or Theory,
but feemingly confin’d himfelf to Truth, and plain
matter of Fa&. And, indeed, fhould it be found
to fucceed but One time in Twenty, in fuch deplo-
rable Circumftances, it cannot but be a Difcovery
of the greatet Confequence; efpecially as we are

fufficiently affur'd beforchand, that all CordiaA lan.d
exi-
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Alexipharmic Medicines befides, can be of no Ser-
vice at all. And this may ferve as another Argu-
ment, why, under any Probability of a Perfon’s being
injurd by the Indian or Negro Poifon, this Remedy
fhould be adminifterd; even though we cannot pofi-
tively be affurd, whether it be by this very Poifon
or not : For in Cafes where all other Remedies are
likely, if not fure, to provec unavailable, we may as
well advife this as any.

I cannot affirm, 1 ever knew any Effcs from this
Remedy on my own Knowledge or Obfervation s
having never refided in thofc Places where this
Poifon is frequent: But furcly a Medicine which
promifes fuch great things for the Good of Man-
kind, . deferves to have a fair and candid Examina-
Ziom 5 and fhould it prove to be as ferviceable as the
Author affures us it is, you cannot but receive the
higheft Satisfation, in being inftrumental in divulg-
ing the Knowledge of a Remedy, from whence the
Public may receive fuch unfpeakable Benefit.  And
it would be doing the higheft Service to their Fellow-
Creatures, if fuch as have a proper Opportunity in
the Weft-Indies, would adminifter it, according to
the Dire&tions here given, and report an exalt Ac-
count of its Succefs.

One thing more I muft beg leave to add, with
regard to the Trial of this Medicinc 5 that it would
be neceflary to obferve, whether the fame Roor,
dried, would be of equal, or any Efhcacy: that if
fo, the Benefits of it may be extended to other Cli-
mates whercin this Herb docs not naturally grow :
Particularly as the Author is convinced, that the
fame fort of Poifon is ufed both in Spazn and Iraly.

B
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I thall do myfelf the Honour, fome othet Oppor-
tunity, of laying before you the Conje&tures of Au-
thors concerning this Indian or Negro Poifon, with
the Remarks I have made thereon; and if the pre-
fent Paper proves acceptable, fhall communicate to
you the Doctor’s other Obfervations concerning the
Bites of poifonous Snakes, poifonous Fifb, Wounds,
and the moft remarkable Diftempers in the Weft-
Indies; which cannot but be of great Service to fuch
as refide in thofe Parts; efpecially as he mentions
chicfly fuch Medicines as are Natives of the Coun-
try he treats of, and which are therefore the more
eafy to be procur’d,

Iam, Sir, (with the greateft Efteem)
Your, and the SOCIETY’,

moft Obedient,
and very bumble Servant,

Edward Milward.
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